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Weekly Announcements  
 

     If you have announcements to be included in the weekly announcements and Sunday’s service, please make sure to 
get them in by Wednesday at noon of that week to guarantee they will be included Sunday morning.  You can email the 
info to fumclady@brazoriainet.com, drop a copy by the church office, or simply call the church office at (979) 798-2220. 

  
 
 The Church (with a capital òCó) has stood fearlessly against many powers and immoral institutions of this world from war to 
slavery. The world is a better place and the Kingdom ever closer, for its faithful ministry and courageous witness.  
 Sadly, there is one area where the Church has been a bit more reserved: money. 

I recall hearing gifted preachers apologize for a sermon they were about to preach (or HAD to preach) because it concerned 
money and the giving of tithes to the church. It was as though s/he had to preach on the topic -at least- once, usually during October, 
and that was it for another orbit of earth around the sun.  

Like drinking a bitter tonic, it was best just to òget it over with.ó 
On the contrary, Iõm excited to speak with you about giving, because it should be a vital part of our lives as disciples of Christ 

Jesus, something that we need to do.  I also believe that as a pastor I should speak about money because Christ Jesus did so.  

Here are a few notable facts about our Lord and money: (1) Jesus talked about money more than He did Heaven and Hell 
combined, (2) Jesus talked about money more than anything else except the Kingdom of God (3) Nearly one-third (11 of 39) of His 
parables discuss money (4) 1 of every 7 verses in the Gospel of St. Luke talk about money.  

Surprised? 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus stated, òNo one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, 

or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealthó (Mtt. 6:24, NRSV).  
Simply put, money can (and, sadly, too often does) become an obstacle to a closer relationship with God. Jesus wants us to 

remove such roadblocks.  
Likewise, John Wesley understood the importance of the management of money as it affects our faith lives.   
In his Sermon 50 òThe Use of Money,ó Wesley wrote, òAn excellent branch of Christian wisdom is here inculcated by our Lord 

on all his followers, namely, the right use of money -- a subject largely spoken of, after their manner, by men of the world; but not 
sufficiently considered by those whom God hath chosen out of the worldó (ÄII).  

Translating Wesleyõs prose for our ears, he says that Jesus spoke wisely about the use of money and Wesley noted that 
money is comfortably discussed and understood by the òworldó (businesses, governments, individuals é e.g. investors, etc.) but isnõt 
given much consideration by the Church.  

Modern would-be disciples of our Lord seem to find the discussion of money (relative to the Church, their faith, and their souls, 
that is) distasteful or uncomfortable. Perhaps this has been exacerbated by some well-publicized charlitains who have exploited 
people for money in the Name of Christ. To quote, again from the Sermon on the Mount, ò[T]hey have received their rewardó (6:2b).  

As would-be disciples of the Risen One, ourselves, and as òpeople called Methodistsó (Wesleyõs term), we need to realize the 
role money can play in our lives and our relationship with God and our neighbors, both for good and bad.  

After stating that òé we ought not to gain money at the expense of life, nor at the expense of our health,ó John Wesley 
offered a practical (and kind of pithy and memorable) rule for managing money during our earthly pilgrimage. He wrote,  

  òHaving, First, gained all you can, and, Secondly, saved all you can, Then give all you can.ó 
This often misquoted passage, merits a bit of unpacking.  
According to Dr. Richard Heitzenrater of Duke Divinity School, who decoded John Wesleyõs enciphered notes and letters 

explained it simply, (1) be honorably and gainfully employed, (2) be frugal and thrifty, and (3) give generously.  Wesleyõs words echo 
his historic challenge to his preachers (and still used today) òBe diligent é Never be unemployed. é Never be triflingly 
employedó (The Book of Discipline ¶ 330). 

Simply put, Methodists (and frankly, ALL disciples) are supposed to be thrifty, humble, òworker-beesó (Kingdom workers) who 
give faithfully of their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. In fact, in Wesleyõs day, among other òacts of mercy,ó Methodists 
fasted every Wednesday and Friday and gave the resultant proceeds to the poor.   

Imagine that é ??? 
Perhaps itõs time for us to conduct ourselves in a manner òas becomes the holiness of the God whom [we] serve éó (John 

Wesley, òNotes on the Bible,ó Leviticus 10); presuming thatõs the God you do serve. To give to support the ministries of the Church 
(capital òCõ), the building of the Kingdom; and to reflect the faithfulness of our God Who gives to us everything.   

Personally, Iõm glad our congregation needs money. It means that we, as a community of faith, are doing things, God things, 
helping our Lord heal, teach, feed, and save. Simply stated, bringing Christ to people. 

I invite you to become part of òGodõs mighty acts of salvationó through Christ Jesus our Lord. Please prayerfully (re)consider 
your annual tithe and give, until it feels really good.  

 
See you Sunday. 
Pastor Don 
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Every Sunday 

9:30 AMñAdult Bible Study 

10:30 AMñWorship Celebration with Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκC¦a/.ǊŀȊƻǊƛŀ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκǳǎŜǊκC¦a/.ǊŀȊƻǊƛŀ 

tǊŀȅ CƻǊ hǳǊ IƻƳŜōƻǳƴŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 
 
At Home ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΦΦ5ŜōōƛŜ wŀǎŎƻ ϧ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ YŜŜǎ 

Assisted Living/Nursing Facility: 
  !ƴƴ 5Ŝ {ǘŜƛƎǳŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΧΧΦΦΦΦ¢ƘŜ [ŜƎŀŎȅΣ .ŀȅ /ƛǘȅΣ ¢· 
  5ŀƴ IǳǘǎƻƴΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΧaƻǳƴǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀΣ Y{ 
  /ƭŀǳŘŜ aŎ/ƭŜƴŘƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦ{ǿŜŜƴȅ IƻǳǎŜΣ {ǿŜŜƴȅΣ ¢· 
  YƛǩŜ {ǘŀƴƎŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦ/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ /ŀǊŜΣ !ƴƎƭŜǘƻƴΣ ¢· 
  [ƻǳ IǳƎƘŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦ/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ /ŀǊŜΣ !ƴƎƭŜǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ƻǊ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜōƻǳƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ όфтф-тфу-нннлύ  
ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ όŦǳƳŎƭŀŘȅϪōǊŀȊƻǊƛŀƛƴŜǘΦŎƻƳύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΦ 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE IS: 

                   THURSDAY,  

SEPTEMBER 22
ND 

AT 12 PM!  

 

Any articles received after the deadline will not be 
included in the newsletter so submit early! 

Church Office Schedule 

 Monday  ñ 8:00 am  to  1:00 pm 

             Closed Sept. 5 ñLabor Day 

            Tuesday  ñ  8:00 am  to  1:00 pm 

      Wednesday  ñ  8:00 am  to  1:00 pm 

           Thursday ñ  8:00 am  to  1:00 pm 

     Friday ñ  ñ-   Closed    ñ-ñ 

            Saturday ñ  ñ-   Closed    ñ-ñ      

              Sunday ñ   ñ-   Closed    ñ-ñ 

Anniversaries 

                            Birthdays 

   {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ  рτ tŀǘ bƻǊǊƛǎ 
   {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ  с τ5ȅƭŀƴ tǳǊǎƭŜȅ 
  /ŀǊƻƭ {ǘŀƴŦƻǊŘ 
 {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ   т τ Wǳǎǝƴ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ 
 {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ   ф τ [ƻǳ IǳƎƘŜǎ 
 {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мм τ WŜǊŜƳȅ .ŀǊǘƻƴ 
   Wŀǎƻƴ ²ƛŜŘ 
   wƛƭŜȅ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
 {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мн τ /ŀƳƛƭƭŜ .ŀōō 
   aŀŘƛǎƻƴ tǳǊǎƭŜȅ 
    DǊŜƎ {ǘŀƴŦƻǊŘ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мо τ WŀƴŜ WŀŎƻōǎ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мр τ tŀǳƭŀ .ŀǊǘƻƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мс τ ²ŀŘŜ !ǳŎƻƛƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нл τ Yƻƭǘƻƴ /ƻǊǊŜƭƭ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ но τ 9ǊƛŎ tŀǧŜǊǎƻƴ 
  aŀǊȅ DƛŜǎŜŎƪŜ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нп τ [ȅƴƴ !ƭƭƳŀƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нр τ WŜǊǊȅ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ну τ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ ¢ǊŀǇǇŜ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нф τ {ƘŜƭōȅ bƛŎƘƻƭǎ 
  aŜǊƭŜ aŎ/ƭŜƴŘƻƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ол τ 5ŀǊƭŜƴŜ {ŜƎǳǊŀ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ    н τ 5ƻƴ ϧ WǳŘȅ /ƻǊǊŜƭƭ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ    п τ /ƭŀǳŘŜ ϧ aŜǊƭŜ aŎ/ƭŜƴŘƻƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ    р τ aƛƪŜ ϧ YŀǘƘȅ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ  мн τ .ǳȊȊ ϧ WǳŘȅ Iƛƴƴŀƴǘ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ  му τ 9ŘŘƛŜ ϧ 5ƻƭƻǊŜǎ aŀŎƪǎ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ  нм τ !ƴƴŀ ϧ WŜǊǊȅ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ  нс τ 5ŜǊǊŜƭƭ ϧ [ƻǊƛ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ 

No Name Praise Band  
 

Sunday, August 14, 2016, saw the debut of the άNo Name Praise Bandέ at our 10:30 Worship 
Service.  They are: 

 
             [ŜŀŘ DǳƛǘŀǊΣ ±ƻŎŀƭǎ τ tŀƎŜ tǳǊǎƭŜȅ  

   wƘȅǘƘƳ DǳƛǘŀǊΣ ±ƻŎŀƭǎ τ wŜǾΦ 5ƻƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
                            .ŀǎǎ τ [ǳŎŀǎ LǎŀŀŎǎ 

                              5ǊǳƳǎ τ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .Ǌƻǿƴ   

²ƛǘƘ DǊŜŀǘ wŜƎǊŜǘ 
In the August issue of the Messenger in the άAnniversariesέ 
column,  άJohn & Christine Corderέ were incorrectly listed as 
άJohn & Charlene CorderέΦ  Our sincere apologies to the 
Corder family for this error. 

  IŜƭǇ ¦ǎ YŜŜǇ /ƻǎǘǎ 5ƻǿƴ 
  This summer, help us keep expenses down by 
  dressing in your summer best. Wear 
   comfortable, light clothing and help us keep our 
  air conditioning costs at a minimum! 

 

School Supplies 

Needed! 

SummerΩs Over! 
Once again, we are collecting school supplies for the 
children in the Barrow and Wild Peach Elementary 

schools.  We need all kinds of school supplies such as 
backpacks, writing tablets, crayons, etc.   Please put 

your donation in the tub in the narthex.   For any  
questions, contact Beth Brown.  Thank you!! 

Choir News  

After a summer hiatus, the choir will be returning to the 10:30 Worship Service September 4, 2016.  

The choir lost two long time members this summer, Linda Margrave and Christine 

Corder.  They will be greatly missed.  They will be honored during the September 4 Worship 

Service.  Anyone wishing to sing with the choir can come to the rehearsals, held on Wednesday 

evenings at 6 PM.  The first rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 31, 2016 

Thanks 

Thanks to everyone who made summer music a success.  If you sang, performed sign language, played an instrument, 
or gave a dramatic presentation, I thank you.  It is so nice to have people willing to fill in while the choir takes a break.  
Everyone did a great job, and you are much appreciated. 
             —- Merle McClendon 

Heart Saver CPR/AED Classes 
 

On July 26, we held our first Heart Saver CPR/AED Class with 7 mem-
bers of our church attending.  The trainees were taught proper use of 

our new Automatic External Defibrillator (now located in our cry  
room), and CPR techniques. Future class dates will be announced. 


